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Annual Meeting - April 29, 2018 
 Our church's Annual Meeting will be held April 29th immediately following 

the SINGLE 10:00am service of worship and a delicious brunch.   

       Just the words "annual meeting" might make your eyes glaze over, but it truly 

is an exciting opportunity to see our vision statement, "Make Jesus Your Mentor — 

Pray, Share, Welcome" at work in all we do.  It is no accident that "pray, share and 

welcome" are action verbs.  Our annual report shares what we have been doing this 

past year and looks forward to the coming year which is filled with hope and  

promise.  We elect members to serve on committees.  We make decisions about how 

we spend our financial resources. We chart the course for the coming church year, 

when our vision priority will be “Pray,” and we get to hear an update about all the 

great work that is being done with your support through our Long Range Planning 

Committee. So please plan to attend our church's Annual Meeting, you’ll be glad you 

did! 

Note: Childcare and a program for children will be provided during the meeting after 

brunch. 



Council Notes:  March 13, 2018 

Moderator's Report: A subcommittee decided on four candidates for the open position on the Personnel commit-

tee. The budget hearing for FY 2018-2019 is on April 8 after the 10:30 service. 

The stewardship campaign is 80% to its goal.  If the outstanding pledges come in as expected the goal will be 

reached.  In order to comply with adult-to-child ratios specified by insurance and the safe church policy, a nursery 

assistant will be hired.  This person will hired and used on an as-needed basis.  All non-clergy annual reviews have 

been completed. Jennifer moved to spend $500 to assist Kerri Colombo with expenses for a mission trip to Simply 

Smiles in South Dakota this summer.  Bryn seconded.  There is $8,500 in the CG&E designated fund now, and 

2017 Yankee Fair funds have not been added yet.  The motion passed unanimously. The church received a letter 

from Hotchkiss Publishing requesting permission to photograph the labyrinth and interview church members.  Luke 

moved to grant permission.  Bryn seconded.  The publisher will be asked to include a note saying that arrangements 

to use the labyrinth should be made through the church office.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Fellowship Hall Renovation Committee Report:  Renovating Fellowship Hall was one of the April 10, 2016  

LRPC projects, but the project was not funded.  The committee is asking Council to call a vote to approve spending 

LRPC funds to have architectural drawings made. Robin said that the LRPC should come to Council with the re-

quest for a vote.  

Treasurer's Report: Income is $22,383 ahead of budget for the year.  Expenses are over budget by $1,876.  Net 

income is over budget by $20,506.  Tom Brown was not available to comment on how much of the surplus is from 

pre-paid pledges and how much is true surplus. Committees do not need to cut FY 2017-2018 spending. 

Investment Treasurer's Fourth Quarter 2017 Report: The market value of Endowment Funds increased by 

$50,757.23. Net unrealized gain of $32,504.97 was reported for the General Endowment. Net unrealized gain of 

$2,949.41 was reported for Designated Funds. UCC Trust Fund General Endowment income of $2,310.78 was 

reported for the operating budget – part of the 4% annual 2017 contribution from the General Endowment. Con-

necticut Trust Fund Mission Fund income distribution of $422.42 was reported for designated Mission Fund. En-

dowment Funds paid $568.71to the Building & Grounds Fund from – remainder of 1.5% annual contribution. 

Worship: The committee may go over budget while incurring unexpected expenses for hiring substitutes for Toni 

while she recovers from shoulder surgery. 

Deacons: There is one vacancy on the Deacons committee. 

Christian Education: The parenting support classes had a good turnout.  The committee is considering two addi-

tional sessions: one on drug abuse prevention and one on nutrition.  Sunday school classes worked on projects for 

Loaves and Fishes a New Milford food pantry.  There was a modest turnout for the Talent Show, but the event 

raised a generous amount for the SYF summer mission trip.  See Kathy Taylor to order Easter chocolates to support 

the SYF mission trip.  A "dumpster day" fundraiser for the trip will be for June 2. 

Fellowship: The committee will host coffee hour at the Parsonage on June 3rd.  An all-church fire drill will take 

place on the same day, with evacuation to the Parsonage lawn. 

Nominating: Sue Waschak has agreed to be our next Vice Moderator. An official vote will be taken at  Annual 

Meeting. 

Church House:  LRPC approved additional funds for completing the wheelchair ramp and painting the barn.  The 

additional funds were re-allocated from unspent funds. 

Church in Society: Forty bags of groceries and $350 in cash was raised for Feeding Hungry Hearts.  The Thrift 

Shop brought in $860 at its last opening. CIS will explore the possibility of working with a sponsoring organization 

other than IRIS to see if the church can host a family from Puerto Rico or another disaster area in need of housing.  

The committee will report its findings to Council. 

Welcome: The STARS Program was a success.  Five new members joined the church in March.  

Pastor's Report:  Council voted on yearly housing allowances for Bryn and Jennifer as required by the IRS.  Mark 

made a motion. Luke seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 



 

April Serendippers Gathering 
Tuesday, April 10th at 11:45am 

Join us for “You’ve Done What…?” 
 

  Our menu: 
Sangria 

Taco Casserole 
Cilantro Cole Slaw 

Baked Rice Pudding 
 

Please contact Eleanor Loesch for additional information 
OR you can contact the Church Office 203-775-1259 

Hope to see you all there!   

*NOTE:  If school is delayed or cancelled, there will be no Serendippers.  
  
Serendippers is open to everyone!  Sponsored by our church Fellowship Committee, the Serendippers 
hospitality team provides a lunch and monthly program for daytime-available members and their 
friends.  Please let the church office know by the 2nd Sunday each month if you will have a need for 
childcare.    

SYF Fundraiser Dumpster Day Saturday, June 2nd! 

During your spring cleaning, please put aside your BIG garbage  
and for a small fee you can dispose of it on dumpster day.                

Details to come. 
 

 
EARTH DAY CONFIRMATION PROJECT 

 

My name is Stephen Wutzl, and this is my confirmation project: 
 In honor of Earth Day please consider donating some of your time to help clean 
up our community between April 22nd and April 30th.  I will have a sign-up sheet 
available in Brooks Hall and Fellowship Hall in the beginning of April for you to 
log in the number of hours you will spend cleaning. Thank You. 



Notes from the Choir Room  
 I suspect many of you were a bit surprised one Sunday when I sat down at 

the organ, with a sling over one arm, and organ music began     playing. Then I 

walked calmly away from the organ AND the music kept playing!   No, it wasn’t 

magic, just the wonders of modern technology!    

 You see, the organ project that was part of our “For All the Saints” capi-

tal campaign in 2007 included a computerized box with recording capabilities.  I had a couple of 

weeks before surgery when I had some use of my arm so a lot of music was recorded into the organ. 

Then add to the mix some very talented musicians from our congregation, and music has been con-

tinuing smoothly throughout my recovery and healing time.   

 I am so grateful for all the help I got over the last month.  My special thanks go to Diane 

and Mariann Schirizzo, Donna King, Nancy Trew Sugden, Lauren Matte, and Kirk Quinsland.  Thank 

you also to our wonderful Chancel Choir who was willing to tackle some challenging a capella (no              

accompaniment) music.  This church is blessed in so many ways. 

 Another blessing of this past month was the March 3rd choir festival in which our Alleluia 

Choir kids participated in.  Children from around the state joined together in Torrington, Connecticut 

for a day of rehearsals, topped off by a wonderful concert.  Our conductor was amazing and the chil-

dren’ voices transported me to a sacred place.  It was a blessing for all who attended. 

So, a month of blessings!  Amen! 

Toni Sullivan 

Director of Music 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 5:00pm, Sunday, May 6 — Bell Choir Concert 

We hope you will join us for our  

Easter Celebration! 

Sunday, April 1st      

 Easter sunrise at 6:15am – at Happy Landings Open Space (55 Whisconier Rd., Brookfield)  

Join your friends from around town in this outdoor worship led by the Brookfield Ecumenical 

Clergy. A lone bagpiper plays in the dawn, and Jennifer Whipple brings the message,  

“From Silence to Celebration.” Special offering supports Brookfield Social Services        

Emergency Fund.  

Note: Parking is limited. Carpool if you can, but parking is available at Happy Landings, 

along Route 25, or at Valley Presbyterian on West Whisconier Road. 

Worship in the Meetinghouse at 8:30am and 10:30am  
Rev. Jennifer Whipple preaches “From Silence to Celebration” on the Easter story from  

Mark 16:1-8.  Communion will be served at 8:30am service only.  Joyous celebration with adult 

and children’s choirs at 10:30am  service.  Church school, nursery care and an Easter Egg Hunt 

at both services. 



Stretch * Trust * And * Really * Shine 

 

REFLECTION OF STARS 
By Ruth Allen 

 When I was first handed the “Green Stars Card, “ my very first reaction was a smile 
GREEN STARS CARD from ear to ear.  WOW..to me it was like going into a toy store. What do 
I want to do first? I calmed my enthusiasm a bit so that I could decide what door to adventure I 
would travel through. 
 
 My thought process for decision making was,  “What do I really like to do and what new 
experiences would I like to try?” Even now while writing this reflection…I am still smiling. The 
first star that lit up was to visit a home-bound member of our church. Won’t tell you who I visited, 
but it was such a worthwhile time. Our member was so delighted with the visit…it gave her an     
opportunity to share what was going on in her life and it gave her someone else to talk to. For 
me, it was a joy just to see the happiness shine through in her eyes. She thought the “STARS” 
program was a wonderful idea and would love to have more visitors. 
 
 What popped up next was to visit the prayer shawl group. My reason for this choice was 
the fact that my sister was the recipient of one of the lovely shawls made by one of our       
members. My sister was so touched, it actually made her cry. To know there are people out 
there who care and love you (whom you don't even know) was the tear-jerker for her. So now I 
will pick up my needle and yarn and start making shawls for our members in need. 
 
 As for attending the opposite service from the one you usually attend—that didn’t sound 
too hard. For you 8:30 people, you might understand this one. But believe it or not, attending the 
10:30 service was the hardest new thing for me to try.  Almost everyone there looked like a new 
member to me since that visit was actually my 2nd time attending that 10:30 service. It certainly 
gave me the opportunity to meet the other half of our church. 
 
 The other doors to my adventure that I opened gave me an insight into just how much 
our church community has to offer. Now I say to myself…what’s next???? 
 
 It is easy to go on and on about the opportunities that our church offers…but to see 
some of them mentioned on the “GREEN STARS CARD” was what inspired me into action!!! 

Inter-generational Church Family Retreat 

All are welcome!  May 4-6 at Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, CT 

Join us for a relaxing and reflective weekend of activities, music, nature and fun. $135 

per adult; $105 per kid for the whole weekend – a great deal for a weekend away!   

Sign up on the church office bulletin board, or see Kerri Colombo or Amy D'Alessandro 
to learn more.  (Note: There is also a Saturday- only option for just $35 per person, 
which includes two delicious meals.  See the bulletin board for more details.) 



DID YA KNOW? 

You can donate stocks to our church!  This can be a great advantage in certain situations.  If 
your portfolio includes a stock that you would like to sell, but would incur hefty capital gains, 
you can give some (or all) of the shares to the church, even as a part or all of your pledge. 
You don’t pay capital gains because you didn’t sell it, and CCB doesn’t pay capital gains when 
it is sold because we are a non-profit.  Naturally, confirm and review with your financial/
tax  advisior(s), but…Whoo-Hoo! This is a real Win-Win!!  For more details please contact the 
church office or Susan Dodd, Stewardship Chair. 

And here’s another FYI: 

We are happy to say that PushPay has been a popular choice among many of our             
congregants.  It is both easy and convenient.  But just so that you have all the information, 
below is the PushPay fee structure: 

  Payments via: 

 Credit Cards incur a 3% fee; 

 Debit Cards incur a 2% fee; and 

 through your Personal Bank (checking/savings) - a 1% fee 

 There is no fee for setting up automatic payments through personal bank accounts. 

As PushPay becomes more and more popular, we made efforts to educate the congregation on 
all the details… terminology, process and fees.  No matter HOW you choose to give, we thank 
you! 

Your Stewardship Committee 

Thrift Shop News 
Happy Spring! You'll need to refresh your wardrobe, right? Stop by the Thrift Shop on 
the first or third Saturday this month and check out our new items. You can donate 
any time near the stairs at the church, or during Thrift Shop Hours. We have donated 
more than $12,000 to charitable organizations since the inception of the Thrift Shop in 
June 2016. If you would like to join us in our mission, please contact our volunteer         
coordinator, Sue Slater. Thank you for your continued support! 
 
April Hours:  
Saturday, April 7   9am to 12 noon 
Saturday, April 21   9am to 12 noon 
 





Budget Hearing on Sunday, April 8
th

    

On Sunday, April 8
th

, following the 10:30 am service of worship, an        
informational hearing will be held to update the congregation on the fiscal year-end 
report for the church year ending March 31, 2018 – as well as to preview the budget  
adjustment process for the fiscal year, April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.  The  
congregation will have an opportunity to hear where we are with regard to pledge  
income and possible adjustments, up or down, which might be necessary to the budget 
which will be voted at the Annual Meeting on April 29th immediately following a single 
service of worship at 10:00am.   
 

Call to the Annual Meeting 

 
In accordance with Article V, Section B, of the by-laws of the Congregational Church 

of Brookfield, the Annual Meeting is hereby duly called to be held on Sunday, April 29, 

2018 immediately following the single 10:00am service of worship.  All reports will be 

received, leadership positions elected, the 2018-2019 budget adopted, goals established, 

and any additional necessary business transacted.  

 

 Robin Murphy, Moderator   

 Kathy Wandelmaier, Church Clerk 

 Yankee Fair 50th Anniversary Cookbook 
 
 The Yankee Fair will celebrate its 50th Anniversary this year.  As part of 
the celebration, we will be creating a cookbook.   If you would like to be part of the 
planning for the cookbook, please let us know.  
 Please start collecting your recipes that have a connection to the Fair, or 

are special to our Church and its memories. 
 A template for providing the recipes will be provided in the near future (both on paper 
and electronically) to allow everyone to easily enter all the information for your recipes.  
 If you have any questions or recipes to submit please contact Isabelle Duval. 



Get to Know our Newest Members…. 

We are pleased to welcome these 5 new members into covenant with our congregation.   We hope you 
can get to know these new members of our church family. 

Mario and Kimberly Abreu live in Brookfield. They both grew up in Danbury and moved to 
Brookfield in 2011. Both Mario and Kim work as Accountants at IBM in Armonk, NY.  Mario grew 
up in Danbury living with his parents and older sister. He was very active in his childhood 
church, Immaculate Heart of Mary. He went to Danbury schools, graduating from Danbury High 
School in 2000. He continued his education at Western Connecticut State University where he 
majored in Accounting. He started his career as an accountant in 2004 upon joining IBM. Kim 
also grew up in Danbury living with her mom and sister. She was raised in the Congregational 
Church of Danbury. She too attended Danbury schools and graduated from Danbury High 
School in 2003. Similarly, she attended Western Connecticut State University, majoring in     
Accounting. She started her career in 2007 where she started as an accountant at IBM.  Sports 
are their number one hobby, specifically soccer. They both grew up playing soccer and continue 
to play today. They also enjoy watching their daughter Stephanie share their passion for soccer. 
When Mario isn’t playing soccer, he is usually watching his favorite Portuguese soccer team 
(Porto) play on TV. Kim & Mario’s passion is their 3 beautiful daughters. They enjoy spending 
time with them or traveling with them to various places, especially to Portugal to visit their great 
grandparents. They love to watch them grow and strive to be positive role models in their lives.  
Mario and Kim first came to this church for their daughters. Kim’s father first brought the girls, 
and they could see and feel his excitement for the church. The girls enjoy attending church 
school as well as JYF. Alexa also enjoyed singing in the choir for a few years with Mrs. Sullivan. 
Kim and Mario love how child friendly the church is and felt it was a great fit.  Their primary   
reason for staying is that they love the people at the church and the positive morale that they 
experience when they come. They feel there are a vast amount of opportunities for their   
daughters to grow within this church which makes them feel that they are making the right 
choice to become members. Everyone they speak to always has a smile on their face. Mario 
and Kim felt very welcome when they decided to get married in the church and also baptize their 
daughter, Daniela, here.   
 
Sue Gillece was born in Stamford, CT and lives in New Milford.  She works as a housekeeper 
and also does pet sitting.  Sue is a widow with 3 grown children, Kim, Amy and Michael and a 
granddaughter, Sophia (5.)  She was raised Roman Catholic.  Some of Sue’s favorite things to 
do are gardening (especially flowers on her deck in the summer!), going to tag sales, cooking 
and spending time with her granddaughter.  She also enjoys any outdoor adventures, easy 
hikes and winter weather, with very fond memories of ice skating with her children, playing in the 
snow, ice fishing derbies and the fun stories that went along with it all.  She first started         
attending CCB because she felt her needs were not being met at the church she had been    
attending, and she instantly felt that CCB was the place for her.  Sue chose to become a     
member here because she feels the congregation is a welcoming crowd that is supportive of 
one another.  She also likes all of the opportunities to become involved that are offered at CCB.  
She volunteered at last year’s Yankee Fair and thought it was a great way to meet many new 
people.  Sue also enjoys all of the praying, singing and music here at CCB! 
 
.  



Youth Fellowship in April: 

Our youth fellowship groups are scheduled to meet on Sundays, April 8th, 

22nd and 29th.  More information about specifics for these meetings can be 

found on our website at www.uccb.org and in the bulletin on Sundays.  We 

also send out weekly email  

reminders.  If you would like to be added to the JYF or SYF email list 

please let Pastor Jen know. 

Our Junior Youth Fellowship group (JYF) is for youth in grades 6-8, and 

our Senior Youth Fellowship group (SYF) is for youth in grades  

9-12.  We spend time in fellowship, faith growth, service, and FUN and 

Confirmation Class in April: 

Monday, April 9th—Other Faiths—7-9pm in the Youth Room 
  Confirmands will join together to learn about other faiths, a little about their 

history, and what it means to us as Christians that there are so many faiths in the 

world today.  We will consider how we know Christianity is the one for us. 

Monday, April 28th—What If I Don’t Believe That?—7-9pm  
     Do all Christians believe exactly the same thing?  Is the faith we have been 

taught growing up the same faith that we hold today?  This is our final regular  

Confirmation Class before we head into opportunities to meet the Deacons, make 

decisions about confirmation of faith & membership, and plan out the service for 

Confirmation Sunday. 

NOTE: Confirmation Sunday is May 20th.  There will be a regular 8:30am worship  

service, and Confirmation worship will take place at the 10:30 service that morning. 

SYF Mission Team Thanks… 

All of you who came to dance the night away and have fun in  

fellowship with us at the Valentine Dance.  We were able to raise about 

$3500 thanks to your generosity and the generosity of community mem-

bers beyond our church. 

 All who shared their talents and came to help support our  

mission trip fundraising efforts at our All Church Talent Show.   



New Members (continued) 
 

Joseph (Joe) Glaze is a native of New Orleans, Louisiana and is married to Jennifer          
Montgomery, the new Priest-in-Charge of Trinity Episcopal Church in Newtown, Connecticut.  
He is a graduate of Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans Baptist        
Theological Seminary, Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, and received his 
doctorate in 2012 from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC.  Prior to moving to 
Newtown, Joe served as Interim for American Baptist and United Church of Christ                 
congregations in the area of Washington D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland. Before that he was the 
Pastor of the First Baptist Church, Hamilton, New York—an American Baptist Church with an 
ecumenical congregation and the “Mother Church” of Colgate University. Previous to these   
pastoral positions, Reverend Glaze was involved in urban Christian social ministry in Richmond, 
Virginia, and in theological education at the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond.  Joe’s 
passion is communicating the Gospel in ways that create welcome, grace, inclusion and joy.  
Joe also loves to travel, hike, kayak, fish, and cook.  He and Jenny are the proud parents of 
their always hungry black lab-mix, Ruby. 
 
Beth Wutzl and her family moved to Brookfield just under 2 years ago, from Danbury, to be 
closer to family and in a great school system.  Beth works for Edgewell Personal Care in     
Shelton, CT as a Manager of Sales Operations.   Her husband Brant and his family are from the 
Brookfield area, and he and his siblings grew up coming to the Congregational Church of  
Brookfield. Beth’s own childhood did not necessarily include a regular or frequent church; in fact 
she was not baptized until her adult years.  Her baptism was made even more special in that 
she was baptized at the same time as her oldest niece and god-daughter, Heather Cerul. Beth 
loves to cook, to experiment with new recipes and can often be found watching the food        
network. She is also an avid reader, and loves to be exposed to different genres of books. As 
Brant’s family has been members of this church for years, coming here with them introduced 
Beth to the wonderful community, and although she was not a member, Beth was made to feel 
very welcome and part of the community. Coming to the Congregational Church of Brookfield 
over the past few years has aroused Beth’s desire to strengthen her sense of faith and         
spirituality.  In addition, she’s witnessed their nieces and nephews grow in this church over the 
years; she envisions her children Sam and Nina learning the same sense of faith, community, 
and willingness to contribute 



 

 

 

Fellowship Of Concern 

CONTINUING CONCERNS:   

Sandy Boughton 

Lillian Covill  

Vivian Henley 

Ruthie Maxim  

Marion Miller 

Millicent Morrison 

Pat Roehling 

Dave Ryan 

 Lavinia Schmaling 

 Rod Schmaling 

Shirley Stoppel 

  

WTH SYMPATHY:   

 Tom Brown and family on the death of his father, Willis Brown, on March 12th.   

 Donna Mackenzie and family on the death of her sister, Louise.   

 

WITH THANKS:   

Dear Church Family, 

      Please accept my thank you and appreciation for all your cards, prayers and loving 

thoughts on the passing of my husband Al and brother Bob.  Al always loved all the time he 

had in “our” church when he was not pasturing a Methodist Church.  He was always so sup-

portive of our Pastors Bryn and Jen too.  I was grateful for Pastor Bryn’s participation in his 

memorial service.  I am happy to still be able to come to Serendippers (thanks to Al Carty.)  

 Again, my thanks, prayers and love to you all. 

     Marion Ramsey Miller 

CrossWays Deadline 
 The deadline for the May issue of CrossWays is April 15th. You can  
e-mail articles to Jeannine McCullough at office@uccb.org or leave them in the  
CrossWays mailbox outside of the church office.  Please e-mail or call Jeannine 
McCullough, Office Administrator at 203-775-1259 if you have any questions. 



Pastor’s Page Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia 

 Easter is on April 1 this year – a rare April Fool’s Day surprise that apparently occurs 

only every 40 years or so.  But as much as we all love Easter Sunday – with our wonderful 

6:15am Easter Sunrise Service on the hilltop of Happy Landings Open Space, and our two  

festive indoor services back inside our warm Meetinghouse – we also have 6 weeks of Sundays 

that follow, in between Easter and Pentecost, where we celebrate the church SEASON of Easter. 

 One of the things I appreciate about our Common Lectionary, which ties our church to 

other Christian congregations around the world who follow that 3-year cycle of biblical readings 

in worship, is that we can look at church seasons as an opportunity to follow a kind of “story 

arc” and perhaps go into more depth about the overall themes that emerge. 

 For Lent this year, the 6 weeks from February 18 through Palm Sunday, March 25, our 

theme was “Come Walk with Me.”  As we received 5 new members on March 4th, we explored 

some Lenten texts that speak of the joy it can be to live in covenant with   brothers and sisters 

who can walk with us, as we follow Jesus in his Way of humility, service, and self-giving love.  

 This Easter season – which will run from April 8 through Pentecost/Confirmation on 

May 20 – we have chosen to follow another theme, “The Beloved Community.”  In our worship 

and preaching, we will be building on our Lenten conversations about what it means to walk        

together with Jesus, as we explore texts from the Acts of the Apostles and the First Letter of 

John (among others) that describe the work of the Christian church to make a real difference in 

our own lives and in the world. 

 How hard it can be, both within and outside the church, to find consensus in groups 

where our life experiences widely differ. Yet our faith teaches the spiritual discipline of 

humble listening, where we can discover new angles and perspectives previously unknown 

to us.  We can develop empathy and show compassion for those with whom we might truly 

and deeply disagree, where in the world outside church angry division reigns supreme. 

 With our nation and world seemingly more divided than ever, what a great gift      

Christians have to offer the world, as we learn to take the lead in how to live together in peace – 

even if only in our various local microcosms of the Congregational Church of Brookfield, or the 

Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy Group, or the Danbury Association of Religious Communities, or 

the Fairfield East Association or Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ. 

 It is during this season that we will celebrate “Beloved Community” with church 

retreats to our Silver Lake Conference Center – both the CCB Women’s Retreat April 6-8 

and the All-Church Retreat May 4-6.  But we also have within our Easter Season our con-

gregation’s Annual Meeting April 29
th, with a SINGLE 10am worship service and shared 

brunch meal.  And a week after that, our Music Committee will host a Handbell Concert 

Sunday, at 5pm May 6
th, with a community dinner following.  Co-sponsored by Church-In

-Society and Fellowship, it will be a benefit for the Women’s Center of Danbury. 

 Truly, our church where we know how to eat together, celebrate, laugh, share, and 

truly rejoice in our time spent together. It is one of our strengths!   We invite you to join us 

in music and worship, retreats and meetings during this joyful Easter season, as we explore 

together what it meant to build beloved community in the early church of the New Testa-

ment, as well as within our own church today! 



 

 

 

 

 

Board of Deacons 

Your Deacon Branch provides a way for you to have a specific member of the Board 
with whom to relate.  If you have requests or concerns that you’d like to share with a 
lay person, your Deacon is available.  Naturally, if you’re more comfortable calling 
one of the other deacons, or one of your pastors, please feel free to do so.  Such re-
quests or concerns might include: 

 a need for prayer 
 a request for help (transport to a doctor’s appointment, church function, etc.) 
 a sorrow (illness, accident, death) 
 a joy (a birth, graduation, upcoming wedding, etc.) 
 something that particularly pleases you, or would better meet your needs  

in the worship service  

Remember, if you don’t know your Deacon, ask someone to introduce you.  He or 
she will look forward to meeting you – in church or out! 

 

Deacon Branches 2018-2019 

 

 

 

Youth Deacons: 
 Chris Wutzl   
 Catie Coneybear  

A-BRA Leslie Sands (Stephen Ministry)          

BRE-CR Doug Fisher                                     

D’A-EI  Jan Labas                                        

EL-GU Sherrie Ruschmeyer                        

HA-KE Pete Lane                                        

KI-MAL Sue Boughton                                  

MAN-MOR Alex DeLucia                                   

MU-RI        Mary Gallagher DeLucia                  

RO-SIC Marie Immohr                                   

SID-TU Ed Insull                                           

TY-Z Greg Labas                                      



Committee Chairmen and Church Council Reps 
Moderator: Robin Murphy  

Vice Moderator: Mark Lyon  

Clerk:   Kathy Wandelmaier  

Treasurer: Greg Dorrell  

Assistant Treasurer: Kristi McPadden  

Investment Treasurer: Audrey Himebaugh  

Committee Chairs 

Christian Ed  Amy D’Alessandro  

Church House  Ken Arifian  

Church-in-Society Lyn Lyon  

Deacons  Sherrie Ruschmeyer  

Fellowship  Kelly Kelly   

Nominating  Tom Young  

Stewardship  Susan Dodd   

Welcome  Tom Young  

 Worship  Patty Moran   

Church Council Representatives  

Christian Ed  Kathy Taylor   

Church House  Steve Waschak  

Church-in-Society Luke Duval  

Deacons  Leslie Sands   

Fellowship  Elayne Schwartz      

Nominating  Carolyn Lindroth    

Stewardship  Tom Brown   

Welcome  Linae Wutzl   

Worship  Eileen Koch   

Historian  Bob Brown   

     Long-Range Planning Committee   
Maurice Downey (chair), Roman D’Alessandro, Barbara Crandell, Michael Matson,  

Deseré Edwards, Sian Hunter, Larry Ruschmeyer 

Pastoral Relations Committee   
 Carol Eagan (chair), Gordon Markiewicz, Bob Lambert, Larry Ruschmeyer, Linae Wutzl 

Personnel Committee   

       Robin Murphy (chair), Mark Lyon, Bryn Smallwood-Garcia, Olivia Quinsland, Bill Robertson 

         Karen Underhill, Rick Hardin 

 

 

Senior Pastor Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia  bryn@uccb.org 

Associate Pastor Rev. Jennifer Whipple  jennifer@uccb.org 

Organist/Choir Toni Sullivan  toni@uccb.org 

Church School Barbara Crandell  barbara@uccb.org 

Church Office Jeannine McCullough 203-775-1259 office@uccb.org 

Nursery Care  Debbie Marquardt 203-775-1259  



 

CrossWays – the newsletter of 
The Congregational Church of Brookfield 
160 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, CT  06804 
(203)-775-1259    Fax (203)-775-3466  
Email: office@uccb.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship at 8:30am and 10:30am 
The Rev. Bryn Smallwood-Garcia, Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Jennifer Whipple, Associate Pastor 
 

 
 
 

Annual Meeting & Brunch  
Sunday, April 29th

 
  

Please join us on Sunday, April 29th at our Annual Meeting and 
Brunch in celebration of all our members who have served and will 
be serving on our church committees.   

The Nominating and Fellowship Committees will host a brunch in Fellowship Hall  
after the SINGLE 10:00 service, immediately followed by the Annual Meeting.   

If you are willing to bring fruit, muffins, bagels or a breakfast casserole, please fill out 
the form below and drop it in the offering plate, return it to the church office, or  
contact Sharon Santi.  

 
NAME                                                                      

PHONE                                                                      

 

I will bring to the Annual Meeting on April 29th: 

Fruit                                                                        

Bagels or Muffins                                                             

Breakfast Casserole ________________________  
   (Recipes are available in the church office)  


